EDUCATION, IRELAND. 


RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 13 February 1840; — -for, 

COPIES of any Applications made by Clergymen of the Synod of Ulster to 
the Board of Education in Ireland , for Aid to Schools connected with the 
Synod, since the recent Conference between the Deputation from the Synod 
and the Board, in presence of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland-, and of any 
Answers returned to such Applications, or of any Minutes made or 
Resolutions entered into by the Board in relation thereto. 


Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 9 March 1 840. 


— No. 1 . — 

COPY of an Application to the. Commissioners of Education, for Aid towards 
a School at Correen, County of Antrim, from the Rev. Robert Stewart, d. d. 
Presbyterian Minister. 

To the Commissioners of National Education, 

T HE name of the School is Correen ; it is situated in the townland of Cor- 
reen, in the parish of Skerry, barony of L. Antrim, and is not near to any 
house of worship ; post-town, Broughshane, about one mile and a half to the 
south-east. It was founded in 1818 ; built by private subscription, and a build- 
ing grant of 30/. from the Kildare-place Society. The house is 26 feet by 16 
feet in the clear, and 7 feet high in the side-wall ; it is built of stone and lime, 
slated, and well fitted up with desks. It is all in one room, and wholly employed 
for the use of the children. It is held by lease, rent-free. 

The school is under the management of a committee, chosen by the parents 
of the children ; patron or superintendent, Rev. Rob. Stewart, d. d. 

The times for reading the Holy Scriptures, and for catechetical instruction, are 
so arranged as not to interfere with or impede the scientific or secular business of 
the schQol ; and no child whose parents or guardians object, is required to be 
present or take part in those exercises ; and no obstruction shall be offered to 
the children of such parents receiving such instruction elsewhere as they may 
think proper. 

The school opens in the summer at half-past nine a. m. and continues till 
half-past five p. m. with the interval of one hour from one till two for dinner. 
In the. winter it opens at ten and continues till three. In both summer and 
winter it is held during six days in the week. The school is open upon all days 
of the week to the public of ail denominations, who have liberty to inspect the 
registry, witness the mode of teaching, and see that the regulations of the school 
are faithfully observed ; but no persons, except members of committee and the 
officers of the Board, are permitted, ex officio, to interfere in the business or 
management of the school. 

The books used, in addition to the Scriptures and the Westminster Catechism, 
are those sanctioned by Kildare-place Society. The number of children in 
attendance is 42, of which 20 are males. There is a register and daily report- 
110 . A book 
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book faithfully kept in the school. The children pay, for reading, 2s • wr y 
and accounts, 2 s. (id. ; English grammar, geography, See. &c. 2s. per quart ^ 
In addition to a grant of books, the aid requested is the sum of 8 1. per annul 
to pay at the above rates for children whose parents, from poverty, are un bl' 
to pay, and whatever gratuity the inspector of the Board may report the teaclie- 
to deserve. s 

Signed on behalf of the schools, 

(signed) Robert Stewart, Patron. 

Broughshane, 24 January 1840. 


— No. 


COPY of an Application to the Commission mis of Education, for Aid towards 
building a School, from the Rev. Joseph Jenkins, Presbyterian Minister. 

To the Commissioners of National Education, 

I request your kind and early attention towards the building and endowing 
a school in the town of Keady. Keady is situated in the centre of an extensive 
manufacturing district ; has no national school within its bounds, and is on the 
coach-road from Dublin to Armagh. 

As to the necessity of a well-regulated and endowed school in this place, I 
beg to refer you to the Rev. P. S. Henry, a member of the Board. 

The name of the school will be Keady, situated in the parish of Keady, barony 
and county of Armagh, post-town Keady. 

The school will be under the management of a committee, chosen by the 
parents of the children ; the patron or superintendent, the Rev. Joseph Jenkins. 

The times for reading the Holy Scriptures, and for catechetical instruction, 
shall be so arranged as not to interfere with or impede the scientific or secular 
business of the school ; and no child whose parents or guardians object, shall he 
required to be present or take part in those exercises ; and no obstruction shall 
be offered to the children of such parents receiving such instruction elsewhere 
as they may think proper. 

The school shall be open, upon all days of the week, to the public of all deno- 
minations, who shall have liberty to inspect the registry, witness the mode of 
teaching, and see that the regulations of the school are faithfully observed ; but 
no persons, except members of committee and the officers of the Board, shall be 
permitted, ex officio, to interfere in the business or management of the school. 

The books used, in addition to the Scriptures and the Westminster Catechism, 
shall be those furnished and sanctioned by the Board. 

1 have, &c. 

Keady, 30 January 1840. (signed) Joseph Jenldns. 


--No. 3.— 

COPY of an Application to the Commissioners of Education, for Aid 
towards a School at Ramelton, from the Rev. Mathew Wilson, Presbyterian 
Minister of the 2d Presbyterian Congregation of Ramelton. 

Alexander M‘Dounell, Esq. 

Sir, 

I beg to be informed whether the Board of Education can vote a grant of money 
to aid in building or repairing school-houses, to be placed under their inspection; 
and, should such grant be made, how, or on what terms, may it be obtained r 
Hie upper department or story of the meeting-house of the 2d Presbyterian 
congregation of Ramelton could be converted, at a very small expenditure, into a 
comfortable schoolroom ; and I am also desirous to know whether aid could be 
had from the Board for that purpose ; or, if a school were erected there, could i 
receive the emoluments usually granted to other schools ? . , 
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Could such an object be effected, it would be highly beneficial to the congre- 
gation and community generally ; of course the school would be subject to the 
regulations of the Board. 

Party spirit is comparatively dead in this district, so that a school might be 
fully as useful there, as it would be separate from any house of worship. & 

Glad to find that the question of education, so long agitated in this province 

has been duly adjusted, 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Mathew Wilson , 

Minister of 2d Presbyterian Congregation 
Ramelton, 1 Feb. 1840. Ramelton. 


— No. 4. — 

COPY of an Application to the Commissioners of Education, for Aid 
towards building a School-house, from the Rev. Joshs Wilson, Presbyterian 
Minister. 

Presbyterian Church, Townsend-street, 
Gentlemen, Belfast, 5 February 1840. 

May I request you to bring before the .Commissioners the following case. I 
have just commenced the erection of a school-house of the following dimensions, 
66 feet by 33 feet, which will be capable of holding 500 children. My Sabbath 
school amounts to 460 children, and is still increasing ; and I expect that I shall 
have one of the largest week-day schools in Belfast, even if it were confined to my 
own congregation, as I have under my pastoral care about 3,500 souls. I wish 
to apply to the Board for aid in the erection of the school-house, and beg to know 
on what terms I could obtain it. I shall expect nothing if my case be not 
warmly recommended by the inspector of the district, to whom I shall be most 
happy to show the plans and specifications which have been drawn by Mr. John 
Thompson, one of our best architects. The walls are at present only a few feet 
high, and as it is my desire that the school should be under the Board, I should 
wish very much to get directions in fitting up and furnishing the room in a 
proper manner. Though my congregation is very large, yet as it consists 
chiefly of the working classes, the assistance of the Board is the more necessary; 
and I should state, that while it affords me great pleasure that a union has been 
effected between the Board and the Synod of Ulster, at the same time it was not 
necessary, as far as I am concerned, inasmuch as 1 have always been a decided 
advocate of the system from the first, and had my school in Drogheda under it, 
before my removal to the present sphere of my labours. I shall await the reply 
of the Commissioners with much anxiety, and I earnestly hope that my applica- 
tion shall meet with generous consideration, either as regards the building or 
furnishing of the school-house. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Josias Wilson, 


— No. 5. — 

an Application to the Commissioners of Education, for Aid towards 
a School at Newtown Crommelin, from the Rev. Malcom Orr, Presbyterian 
Minister of N. T. Crommelin. 

Appucation to the Commissioners of National Education, on behalf of 
Newtown Crommelin School, at the Village of Newtown Crommelin, in the 
Parish of Newtown Crommelin, Barony of Kilconway, County Antrim, 
post-town Ballymena, eight miles distant, Newtown Crommelin being to 
the north-east of Ballymena. 

The school-house, which is on the property of the Presbyterian congregation (at 
a tew feet distant from the meeting-house), held by lives renewable for ever, was 
built by money collected by a former minister, is 24 feet by 15 feet in the clear, 
no * a 2 having 
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having side-walls seven feet high, is fitted up with five forms and desks besid 
the master’s desk. The roof is slated, and the house is occupied for the use *5 
the school alone. The master resides elsewhere. 01 

The school is under the management of the minister, elders, and congregational 
committee, acting as a committee, of whom the Rev. Malcom Orr fs 
tendent of the school. " 

The school having been hitherto supported by a grant of 10/. per annum from 
the Synod of Ulster, and no fees having been charged fertile children, owing to 
the great poverty of the vast majority of the residents in the village and imme- 
diate vicinity, the only books that have boon used are the Scriptures, the cate- 
chisms of the Westminster divines, and the spelling-books of the Kildare-place 
Society, and the Sunday School Society for Ireland. Should the Commissioners 
together with a grant of money, give a grant of such books for secular instruc- 
tion as have not been objected against by any religious sector party, the business 
shall be so arranged that the reading of the Scriptures and instruction in the 
Catechism shall not impede or interfere with the scientific or secular business of 
the school ; no child whose parents or guardians may object, shall be required 
to be present or take part in the religious instructions or exercises, and no 
obstruction shall be offered to the children of such parents receiving such instruc- 
tions elsewhere as they may think proper. 

The school opens in summer at half-past, nine a. m. and continues till four 
p. m. In winter it opens at ten a. m. and continues till three p. m. It is open 
both summer and winter six days in the week, and is always open to children 
of all denominations, (of whom during the past year, generally about one-third 
of the whole number in attendance were not Presbyterians,) to the public of all 
classes, who are at liberty to visit it and inspect its register, but not to interfere 
in its business or management ; and it is intended that it shall still remain so, 
the committee or the officers of the Board being the only persons who shall 
interfere, ex officio, in its business or management. 

The number of children at present on the books is 41, of whom 27 are males. 
The attendance since November has varied from 21 to 2!). During the summer 
the average daily attendance was 35. A daily register is kept in the school. , j{J 
Should the Commissioners be pleased to grant in the first instance 10 1 . p„^ 
annum, and such hooks and other requisites as may be necessary for carrying-^ 
forward the business, and such additional sum as the teacher on the report of 
the Inspector may seem to deserve, the patron will use all reasonable efforts to 
make the school sis efficient as possible for the instruction of all denominations, 
on the principles involved in this application. 

Signed, on behalf of the school, 

(signed) Malcom Orr, 

Newtown Crommelin, Ballymena, Patron and Superintendent. 

10 February 1840. 


— No. 6. — 

COPY of an Application to the Commissioneks of Education, for Aid towards 
a School in Ballymena, County Antrim, from the Reverend M. Stewart, 
Presbyterian Minister of Ballymena. 

To the Commissioners of Irish Education, Board-house, Dublin, 

Tiie application of the committee and correspondent of the Little Ballymena 
School-h ouse, for aid in books and money, respectfully showeth, That the name 
of this school is Little Ballymena. It is in the townland of Little Ballymena, 
parish of Skerry, barony o'f Lower Antrim, and county of Antrim. It is not 
near any house of worship, and is above two miles distant from any other school ; 
post-town Broughshane, about two miles to the south-east. It was founded m 
1829, built entirely by private subscription. It is 30 feet by 16, and seven feet 
high m the side-wall ; built of stone and lime, and slated. It is furnished with 
forms and a master’s desk. It is all in one room, and wholly employed for the 
use of the children, and is held under Earl O’Neil, rent-free. 
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The school is under the management of a committee, chosen by the parents 
of the children ; patron or superintendent, the Rev. Robert Stewart, d.d. The 
times for reading the Holy Scriptures, and for catechetical instruction, are so 
arranged by the committee as not to interfere with or impede the scientific or 
secular business of the school ; and no child whose parents or guardians object, 
is required to be present or take part in those exercises, and no obstruction is 
offered to the children of such parents receiving such instruction elsewhere as 
they may think proper. The school opens in the summer at half-past nine a.m. 
and continues till half-past five p.m. with the interval of' one hour from one till 
two for dinner. Jn the winter it opens at ten and continues till three. In both 
summer and winter it is held during six days of the week, only on Saturdays it 
continues only till one o’clock. 

The school is open upon all days of the week to the public of all denomina- 
tions, who have liberty to inspect the register, witness the mode of teaching, 
and see that the regulations of the school are faithfully observed ; but no persons 
except members of committee, and the officers or inspectors of the Board, are 
permitted, ex officio, to interfere with the business or management of the 
school. 

The books which will be used arc, in addition to the Bible, Westminster 
Catechism, and the catechism of the Established Church, those provided and 
sanctioned by the Board. 

The number of children in attendance is 42, of whom 20 are males. There 
will be a register and daily report-book faithfully kept in the school. 

The children pay for reading and writing 2 s., and for accounts, geography, 
&c. 2 s. 6(1. per quarter. 

The aid requested is a grant of school requisites, consisting of a register and 
daily report-hook, slates and cutters, ruled and unruled paper, and whatever 
number of spelling and other books the Board may consider the school to 
require ; also 8 1. to enable the committee to pay at the above-mentioned rates 
for the children of parents so poor that they are unable to pay, together with 
whatever gratuity to the teacher the Inspector of the Board may report him to 
deserve. 

We, the committee of the above school, hereby engage to conduct said school 
upon the above plan and according to the above regulations, or to justly forfeit 
any grant that may be made to us. 

Signed by our order, 

Little Ballymena, (signed) Robert Stewart, Patron. 

12 February 1840. 


— No. 7. — 

COPY of an Application to the Commissioners of Education, for Aid towards 
a School at Carrowan, from the Rev. Robert Gray , Presbyterian Minister of 
Burt. 

Application for Aid to the Carrowan School from the Commissioners for the 
Education of the Poor of Ireland. 

The name of the school is Carrowan, situate in the townland of Carrowan, in 
the parish of Burt, barony of Ennishowen, and county of Donegal, about seven 
miles west of Londonderry. 

The school-house was built by private subscription in 1836, is 22 i feet long by 
16 wide in the clear, and about 7 feet high in the side-wall. The roof is thatched. 
There are some tables for the use of those at writing, accounts, &c. &c. but no 
regular desks. It is in one large apartment wholly for the use of the school, 
and is subject to 1 s. of yearly rent, if demanded. There is no lease, but the 
site was given by the landlord’s directions, and no danger of any disturbance of 
tenure. 

The school is under the management of a committee, chosen by tlie parents 
of the children. The patron is the Rev. Robert Gray, the Presbyterian clergy- 
man of the parish of Burt. The books used in the school are, Manson’s and the 
Universal spelling books, Dublin reading books, Gough’s and Thompson’s arith- 
110 . A 3 metic. 
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rnatic, and sonic treatises on book-keeping, besides the Bible and th* + • 
ster shorter catechisms. estmm- 

The times for reading tlie Holy Scriptures, and for cateclietical instructs 
are so arranged as not to interfere with, or impede the scientific or secular b • 
ness of the school ; and no child whose parents or guardians object., is reau S 
to be present at, or take part in those exercises ; and no obstruction is offered fa 
the children of such parents receiving* such instructions elsewhere as thev ma! 
think proper. y ia J 

The school opens in summer at nine o’clock a. m. anil continues to six p M 
with an interval of an hour for dinner, from one to two. In winter the hours 
are from ten a. m. till three i>. m. It is, throughout the year, held during six 
days of the week. 8 

The school is open to the public of all denominations, who have liberty to 
inspect the register, witness the mode of teaching, and see that the regulations of 
the school are faithfully observed. The officers or inspectors of the Board are 
permitted, ex officio, to interfere in the business or management of the school 
The number of children at present in attendance is 20 males and six females. 
This, owing to the inclement weather, is below the usual number. There is a 
register kept in the school, but wo have no report-book. 

The children pay 3 s. per quarter for reading, 4s. for writing, 5 s. for accounts 
including English grammar and geography, 7s. (id. for book-keeping, mensura- 
tion, &c. The aid requested is, in addition to a grant of books, which we very 
much require, 8/. per annum, to pay at the above rates for children whose 
parents are unable from poverty to pay for their education, and likewise what- 
ever gratuity the inspector of the Board may report the teacher to deserve. 

Had we books and encouragement for the poor, we expect that the number of 
scholars would in a little time be greatly increased. 

(signed) Robert Gray , Patron. 
Burt, dated this 1 2th day of February 1 840. 


— No. 8. — 

COPY of an Application to the Commissioners of Education, for Aid towards 
a School in Loughconlly, from the llcv. Robert Stewart, i>. d. Presbyterian 
Minister. 

To the Commissioners of Irish Education, Board-house, Dublin, 

The application of the committee and correspondent of the Loughconlly 
Schoolhouse, for aid in books and money, respectfully showeth, That the name 
of this school is Loughconlly ; it is in the townland of Loughconlly, parish 
of Skerry, barony of Lower Antrim, and county of Antrim. It is not near 
any house of worship, and is above two miles distant from any other school; 
post-town Broughshane, about two miles to the S. E. ; built in 1816 . It is 
24 feet by 16 ; fitted up with forms and a master’s desk; built of stone and 
lime, and slated, and seven feet high in the side- wall ; built entirely by private 
subscription. It is all in one room, wholly employed for the use of the children, 
and is held under Earl O’Neill, rent-free. 

The school is under the management of a committee chosen by the parents of 
the children : patron or superintendent, the Reverend Robert Stewart, d.d. The 
times for reading the Holy Scriptures and for catechetical instruction are so 
arranged by the committee as not to interfere with or impede the scientific or 
secular business of the school ; and no child whose parents or guardians object, is 
required to be present or take part in those exercises ; and no obstruction is 
offered to the children of such parents receiving such instruction elsewhere as 
they may think proper. The school opens in summer at half-past nine a.m. 
and continues till half-past five p. m. with the interval of an hour, from one 
till two, for dinner. . In the winter it opens at 10 , and continues till three. In 
both summer and winter it is held during six days of the week, only on Satur- 
days it continues only till one o’clock. 

The school is open upon all days of the week to the public of all denomina-. 
uons, who have liberty to inspect the register, witness the mode of teaching, and 
see that the regulations, of the school are faithfully observed; but no persons, 

except 
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except members of committee and the officers and inspectors of the Board, are 
permitted, ex officio, to interfere with the business or management of the 
school. 

The books which will be used are, in addition to the Bible, Westminster Cate- 
chisms, and the catechisms of the Established Church, those provided and 
sanctioned by the Board. 

The number of children in attendance is 45, oi whom 20 are males. There will 
be a register and daily report-book faithfully kept in the school. 

The 'children pay for reading and writing 2 s., and for accounts, geography, 
&c. 2 s. 6d. per quarter. 

The aid requested is a grant of school requisites, consisting of a register and 
daily report-book, slates and cutters, ruled and unruled paper, and whatever 
number of spelling and other books the Board may consider the school to require ; 
also, 8 L to enable the committee to pay at the above-mentioned rates for the 
children of the parents so poor that they are unable to pay ; together with 
whatever gratuity to the teacher the inspector to the Board may report him to 
deserve. 

We, the committee of the above school hereby engage to conduct said school 
upon the above plan and according to the above regulations, or to justly forfeit 
any grant that may be made to us. 

Signed by our order, 

(signed) Robert Stewart, Patron. 

Loughconlly, 13 February, 1840. 


— No. 0. — 

COPY of an Application to the Commissioners of Education, for Aid towards 

a School in Caledon, from the Rev. Andrew M'Cullagh, Presbyterian Minister 

of Caledon. 

To the Commissioners of National Education, 

The name of this school is the Caledon Presbyterian School. ; it. is situated in 
the townland of Caledon, barony of Dungannon, and county of Tyrone ; post- 
town Caledon, and within a few perches of Caledon Presbyterian Meeting- 
house. 

It was founded in 1829, built by private subscription, and never having been 
in connexion with any education society, no building grant was ever obtained for 
it. The house is 16 feet by 20 feet iii the clear, and 12 feet high in the side- 
wall ; it is built of stone and lime, roofed with slates, and well fitted up with 
desks. It is all in one room, and wholly employed for the use of children j it is 
held rent-free, with the proposal of a lease, if required. 

The school is under the management of the committee of Caledon Presbyte- 
rian congregation ; patron or superintendent is Rev. Andrew M'Cullagh, of 
Caledon.' 

The times for reading the Holy Scriptures, and for catechetical instruction, 
are so arranged as not to interfere with or impede the scientific or secular 
business of the school ; and no child, whose parents or guardians object, is 
requested to be present, or to take any part in these exercises ; and no obstruc- 
tion shall be offered to the children of such parents receiving such instruction 
elsewhere as they may think proper. 

The school opens in summer at half-past nine a. m. and continues till half-past 
five p. m. with the interval of one hour, from one till two, for dinner. In the 
winter it opens at 10, and continues till three. In both summer and winter it is 
held during six days of the week. 

. The school is open upon all days of the week to the public of all denomina- 
tions, who have liberty to inspect the registry, witness the mode of teaching, and 
> see the regulations of the school faithfully observed ; but no persons, except 
members of the committee and officers of the Board, are permitted to interfere, 
ex officio, in the business or management of the school. 

The books used in addition to the Scriptures and the Westminster Catechisms, 
shall be those sanctioned bv the Board, except their Scripture extracts. 

no. 3 A 4 Tie 
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The number of children in attendance varies from 30 to 120. There is a rev' 
and daily report-book faithfully kept in the school. The children pavY* 
reading, 15. 6 d.; writing and accounts, 2 s. (it/.; English grammar add m 
graphy, 3 s. per quarter. 5 

The aid requested is, in addition to a grant of books, the sum of 8 /. per annum 
to pay at, the above rate for children whose parents are unable to pay, and whaU 
ever gratuity the inspectors of the Board may report the teacher to deserve. 

Signed on behalf of the School, 

Caledon, (signed) Andrew M'Cullagh , Patron, 

13 February 1840. and Presbyterian Minister of Caledon. 


— No. 10 .— 

COPY of an Application to the Commissioners of Education, for Aid towards 
Two Schools in the Parish of Donaghadee, County Down, from the Rev. 
John Ilanna, Presbyterian Minister of Millisle. 

Barony of Ards, County of Down, and Parish of Donaghadee. 

To the Commissioners of National Education, 

Gentlemen, 

I wish to apply to you about two schools in this parish, to which I have been 
secretary for some years. 

The first of these schools is situated in the townland of Keillaughey, about 
two miles distant from the town of Donaghadee, in a densely peopled neigh- 
bourhood, and about a mile and a half from any place of worship. 

The school-house, which is built with stone and lime, well slated, well lighted, 
and fitted out with desks, &c. See. is 1(5 foot wide and 32 feet long in the clear, 
and is in good repair. It was built by private subscription, together with a grant 
from the Kildare-street Society, and is furnished with books and tablet- 
boards, &c. 

The person on whose farm the house is erected lias given a lease to local 
trustees during the time of his tenure ; and we have the word of the agent for 
the townland, that at the expiration of the present lease the landlord will give as 
long a time as he can of the place to his tenants, for the purposes of education. 
The. trustees are, the Presbyterian minister of Millisle, and the Presbyterian 
minister, of Donaghadee for the time being, the minister of the Established 
Church in Donaghadee, and one of the elders of Millisle congregation. 

The school is under the management of a committee, chosen by the parents 
of the children. The school is open all days of the week to the public of all 
denominations, and a register and daily report-book are faithfully kept. The 
times for reading the Holy Scriptures, and for catechetical instructions, are so 
arranged as not to interfere with the secular business of the school. No obstruc- 
tion would be offered to the children of such parents as wished them to be 
instructed by other persons elsewhere, nor would force or compulsion be used 
to cause children to attend exercises, to which their parents did object. Hap- 
pily, however, for us, no such objection can arise here, for almost the entire 
mass of the people are Presbyterians, and years might elapse before one 
single Catholic or Episcopalian would be at the schools of Keillaughey or 
Millisle. 

The hours of teaching are from nine o’clock till near five, in summer, with a 
short time in the middle of the day for the children to take a piece ; and from 
ten o’clock till three in winter. 

The teacher is well fitted for a country school, is most attentive to the chil- 
dren committed to his care, has an excellent moral character,, is about 30 years 
of age, and was trained in the Kildare-street model school in 1830. His name 
is James Millar ; he is a married man with a small family, and many times 
I have lamented the small and miserable pittance lie had to support his wife and 
children. 

The books used in the school are the Scriptures, the Shorter Catechism, and 
those supplied to it by the Kildare-street Society. The school has been highly 
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, , ■ neighbourhood ; it has been still well attended, and the number on 
fchnoks at present is 70, viz. 57 males and 19 females ; and the average 
ttpndance for the last three quarters, 50. The school-house is built near a 
w where many poor people generally collect together, on account of getting 
ton readily for burning ; and there are several here unable to pay anything 

^Tterid^oughTfor this school is 10 1, per annum, with a grant of books, and 
whatever gratuity the teacher might be thought to deserve. ... 

The next school for which I wish to apply, is Milhsle, and it is situated m 
the green of my own meeting-house. It serves the double purpose of school- 
h„us?and session-house. It is only a few porches from the village of M. lhsle, 
ATifl there are few places more in need of a well-conducted school. I lie house 
was enlarged for the purpose of fitting it out for a school, at the expense mostly 
of the congregation, and it could contain easily about fourscore scholars. It 
is well slated and glazed, and a trifling expense on our part would make the 

place neat and commodious. . t A , nl 

* I ^ quite willing to use all the exertions m my power to get the place well 
fitted out, and I am sure I can get the thing accomplished. _ 

The teaching, as to the manner and the books used, are just the same as in 

There am several poor people unable to pay much for the education of their 
children here, and others who might pay, unwilling to give anything like an 
adequate support to a decent teacher. There have been several teachers m 
Millisle from time to time, and it has been for years the firm conviction of my 
mind, that there would never he a good or efficient school in it till some sup- 
port was obtained for the schoolmaster, unconnected with the contributions oi 
the children’s parents. 

There is at present no school in Millisle, for the teachers family has been 
afflicted with fever, and in the winter the school was ill attended. 

The last teacher there was a female, and I think the number or her pupils 
was about 40. I have no doubt but a large number of children might be col- 
lected, and could wc be sure of your assistance, and the sum you would give, it 
would give an impetus to our proceedings, which would soon appear in the 
qualifications of the teacher and the number of the scholars. „ 

The school in Millisle and the one in Kcillaugliey belonged to the bynod ot 
Ulster, and I am one of the number of its ministers. _ . 

I do not think there could be as good a school in Millisle as m Kculaughey, 
for Millisle is on the shore side, and Kcillaugliey is surrounded by an abundant 
and increasing population. . . . . . 

The sum sought for Millisle, as an annual grant, is 8 l. a year, with books, 
and, if deserving, a gratuity to the master or mistress. . . 

I think I have in this letter given you every information you might require ; 
but if I have failed in any point, or you want to know more about us, I will state 
to you all I know about anything you require. 

i)onaghadee is the post-town to which my letters are directed ; and j. hope that 
before long 1 will hear from yon about the result of both my applications. 

Your reply, so far as Millisle is concerned, would be a matter of importance ; 
and, as several there are looking about a teacher, an early answer is requested. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John Hanna , senior. 

Millisle, 17 February 1840. 


— No. 11.— 

COPY of an Application to the Commissioners of Education, for Aid towards 
a School in Moville, from the Rev. A. Clements , Presbyterian Minister. 

Rev. and dear Sir, Beach Cottage, Moville, 4 Feb. 1840. 

On a former occasion, when in correspondence with you about putting school® 
under the patronage of the Board, you were kind enough to desire me to e y 
know, and that you would forward my views. , n(jW 
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10 APPLICATIONS TO THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

I now beg leave to say that I am willing to avail mvself j,i * , . 
offer, as I wish to place not merely one, but two or Riree 
with it. ’ m oomejdoa 

The school I then wrote you concerning is at our meeting-house and „„ 
conducted; and we require year kind aid in hooks, salary and to .1 1 

and improve the school-house. n(1 t0 en ^ a rge 

I hope you will put me on the speediest and most efficient way to effect tl, 
queries. y °" r *° “ eud ~ tw0 « blank staTf 

I shall feel obliged by your letting me hear from you at your earliest conv.n' 
once, on the subject of the schools, and what salary I may exnect f„7 

and “ book". «». and assistance in ImilUiSg „ r ?LXg Sio” 

I rejoice much that the members of the Board, and the deputation from our 
synod, came to .so amicable an understanding; and I hope all tilings will now 
work well lor the public good, which happy result, I think, has been princ pally 
by your instrumentality. 1 ^ v 

I would wish to tell you, as a Commissioner, what I think is a hindrance to 
the well-working of the system,— the very few visits your inspectors are able to 
pay to each school; and as an antidote to this, I would bog leave to suggest the 
propuety of local inspectors, whose range would he much more circumscribed 
and, consequently, whose remuneration would not require to be large ’ 

Let a person who understands how schools should he conducted, be appointed 
to visit your schools m two or three parishes, as may be found expedient, , X 
weekly or monthly, as may be found necessary ; let his reports be seen by your 
general inspector, and let your local inspector accompany him in his visits of 
inspection. 

I T Such , a T? st!mt and P"'P« check would be thus kept over 
both teachers and pupils, and I am convinced, from my own personal knowledge 
and. experience, that some such arrangement would soon tell well upon the 
efficiency, and consequently the popularity, of your schools. 

. , y0 . n * 1! t h *? '!™ !1 yourself of tlio suggestion I liave thus rudely and 

akut0 . hcd ’ 1 sllidl >" ost Willingly give you any information whicii my 
loi mer experience as a teacher, and my present personal knowledge of the work- 
mg oi your school in. this locality enables me to know. 

h .°P e y°. a W ?. U excusc trouble I thus give you, and the liberty I have 
taken in making these remarks, and believe me, 

Yours, &c. 

(signed) A. Clements. 

is Iotte ^ addi-osscd to the Rev. I>. S. Henry, was referred by him to 
tiie Commissioners of Education. J 


COPY of a Memorandum sent by the Secretaries to the Most Rev. Dr .Murray, 
S m 0 ? ° f what took place at the Conference (from which he was una- 
lclabiy absent through illness), between the Commissioners and the Deputa- 
tion hum the Synod oi ULster, in presence of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Ar the conference between the Commissioners of Education and the Gentle- 
men ot the Synod of Ulster, in presence of the Lord Lieutenant, it was neither 
groposed nor hinted at, that there should he any change in the Rules of tile 

Had any such proposal been made, the Commissioners would not have enter- 
tained it m Dr. Murray’s absence. 

Wishing to avoid all abstract discussions, the- Commissioners suggested that 
an application lor aid to any given school should be made to them, with a dis- 
tinct statement of tile rules by which the school was managed, in order to enable 
them to see whether the management was consistent with their principles ; this 
was done, and the statement being satisfactory, and it appearing in particular 
t nit the school was managed by a committee appointed by the parents of the 
children, and that, therefore, the parents were assenting to the practice as to 
religious instruction, the Commissioners authorized a grant of salary. 
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IN IRELAND, FOR AID TO SCHOOLS. 


n 


It may be observed, that the practice as to religious instruction in the school 
is in substance, mutatis mutandis , similar to that in many schools under the 
direction of Roman-catholics. 

It is to be observed too, that the grant is only of salary and. books. In mak- 
ing such grants, the Board acts upon the statement of the parties applying, pro- 
vided it be satisfactory, without binding them literally to the rules of the Board, 
because, should anything occur hereafter, which might appear contrary to the 
spirit of the rules, the Board has it in its power to have the evil corrected, or to 
withdraw the salary ; but in making a grant towards building, as the Commis- 
sioners make it irrevocably, they require the parties receiving it to land them- 
selves irrevocably in return to a strict observance of the rules as in force at the 
time the grant is made, and to have the school vested in trustees for that 
purpose. 


IN reference to the Application marked No. 1 , the following Minute of the 
Board was passed ; dated 24 January 1840. 

The following application for salary was granted, having been brought before 
the Board by a clergyman of the Synod of Ulster, namely, by the Rev. Dr. Stew- 
art, of Broughshane, accompanied by the Rev. Dr. Cooke, Rev. Dr. Drown, Rev. 
Messrs. Morgan, Kirkpatrick, Blackwood, and Samuel Gilston, esq. who joined 
in approving it, and from whom the Board understood that a great number of 
similar applications were likely to be brought forward by persons of their com- 
munion. 


COPY of Reply to Application marked No. 2. 


Sir, Education Office, February 1840. 

We have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th ult. received 
on the 17th instant. 

In reply, we beg to inform you that the Commissioners of Education have not 
at present any funds for building schoolhouses, there being about 150 applications 
of the year 1839 yet undisposed of, for want of means to meet them. 

Salary and books are the only immediate aid they can give. 

We shall, however, in the meanwhile direct the superintendent of the district 
to wait upon you, for the purpose of inquiring into all the circumstances of the 
case, and procuring such further information as the Commissioners may require. 

Wc are, &c. 


To Rev. Joseph Jenkins, Kcady. 


(signed) 


Maurice Cross, \ 
II. Dowdall, f 


Joint Secretaries. 


COPY of Reply to Application marked No. 3. 

Education Office, February 1840. 

In reply to your letter of the 1st inst. we are to inform you, that the Com 
missioners of Education will not be able this year to grant aid towards building 
sc oolhouses, having about 160 applications of the year 1839 yet to dispose of. 

oalary and books are the only species of aid they can at present give. We are 
0 add, that the Commissioners do not make grants towards the repairs of 
national schoolhouses. 

We are, &c. 

Rev. M. Wilson, Ramdton. ^ 


110 . 


c 
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COPY of Reply to Application marked No. 4 . 

w/ if’ (.1111 . Education Office, February lfUn 

an^Tschooi 1 * ' 0W 8 '° ^plication for aid JestabUsh 

In reply, wo are to inform you t-Imt the Commissioners of Education w 
dispiise of fU " dS *" buil<lil ' S 8cIloolIl °uses, tliore being 150 cases of 1839 

Salary and books arc the only aid that can at present be given 
Should you he enabled to avail yourself of this assistance, yoi will D W . 
forward to us a statement of the rules of the school, and your applicatL 
lie considered m the order of its date. 3 nation shall 

We arc, &c. 


To Rev. J. Wilson, Belfast. 


(signed) Maurice. Cross, ) 


II. Dowdall , ’ J Jomt Secretaries. 


The following- Reply was given to the Documents numbered 5, 6 , 7, 8 , 9, & io 

W S T’ + . , . . . Education Office, February 1840. 

. B t0 acknowledge the receipt of your application for aid to establish a 
national school at . a 

In reply, we are to inform you that there remain about 150 applications of 
the year 1839 not yet decided upon; the Commissioners are now engaged in 
exammmg them, and as soon as they are disposed of the applications of 1840 
will be considered, each m the order of its date. 

In the meanwhile wc shall direct the superintendent of the district to appoint 
a convenient time to wait upon you, for the. purpose of inquiring into all the 
circumstances of the case, and procuring such further information as the Commis- 
sioners may require. 

We are, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cross, ~[ T . , c , . 

II. Dowdall, ’j ^Secretaries. 


COPY of Reply to Application marked No. 11 . 

r , Education Office, February 1840. 

in answer to your letter of the 4th instant, addressed to the Rev. P. S. Henry, 
we di e to request you will forward to us your applications, stating the rules of the 
sc )oo s which you desire to place in connexion with the Commissioners of 
Education. 

l ^ lie *7^5 s P cc * es °f Commissioners can give consists of salary and 

oooics, the former varying from 8 1. to 20 /. per annum. It is doubtful whether 

they can contribute any aid towards furniture. 


We are, &c. 


(signed) 

To Rev. A, Clements, Moville. 


Maurice Cross, 
H. Dowdall, 


j- Joint 


Secretaries. 


Education Office, Dublin,! 
20 February 1840. J 


(signed) MAURICE CROSS, 

HAMILTON DOWDALL, 

Joint Secretaries. 
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